
Please contact EHS with disposal questions regarding regulated or sensitive materials not included in this guide. 
Reference the ASU EHS Waste Management Compliance Guidelines, Chemical Hygiene Plan and Biosafety Manual for additional information or contact EHS 
at askehs@asu.edu. 
All: Clearly label container as “Hazardous Waste”, attach a completed Hazwaste tag and submit a waste pickup request via CEMS. 

Chemical 

Biological 

Radiological 
(Attach nuclide 

activity tag) 

Sharps 
(never recap 

sharps) 

Universal 
waste 

Solid 

Liquid 

Place solid chemical waste in a plastic bag or lined box, depending on the chemical composition.  
Materials such as gloves, wipes, etc., heavily contaminated with chemicals or highly toxic  
substances and materials used to clean up chemical spills are collected as hazardous waste. 

All chemical containers, empty or containing liquid, must be disposed of as hazardous waste.
Provide secondary containment, remove funnels and keep closed.

• Remove CEMS inventory barcode from 
the original container and affix it to the 
“Barcode Disposal” sheet.

• Segregate according to compatibility 
(consult the SDS).

• Pack and handle appropriately.
• Ensure the integrity of the container to 

prevent spills.

Labs using biological materials must 
dispose of all waste in biological 
waste stream.

Solid 

Liquid 

Autoclave using an appropriate cycle. Haz Waste tag is not required.

Disinfect with chemicals at appropriate concentrations and contact time. Must be collected as chemical waste.

Solid 

Liquid 

Scintillation vials 

Place solids in 5 gallon bucket lined with yellow radiation waste bag. Create separate stream for sharp waste.

Collect liquid waste segregated by isotopes in polyethylene container with exterior secondary containment.

Do not treat as liquid or solid waste. Create two categories of vials containing scintillation fluid:
• Vials containing only H-3 or C-14.
• Vials containing any other radioisotopes.
Do not add debris and include cocktail brand name.
Note: Toluene cocktail managed as liquid waste.

Contact EHS at  
radiationsafety@asu.edu for 
disposal.

Biological 

Non-biological 

Use red sharps autoclave container for needles, scalpel blades, razor blades, etc.

Broken glass 

All other sharps 
(slides, pipettes, blades, 

microcapillaries)

If containing or contaminated by chemicals, use sharps appropriate container: 
Hard-walled, puncture resistant, leak-proof with a lid. If clean, use broken glass 
cardboard box or similar.

Use appropriate 
sharps  
container:  
hard-sided and 
covered.

Aerosol Cans 

Batteries 

Bulbs 

Collect into dedicated closed 
container. Date and label 
container as “Aerosol Can”.

• Collect small batteries in a clean, compatible 
container. 

• Label container as “Used Batteries”.
• Collect large batteries separately, tape over terminals 

and provide individual waste tag.
• Segregate battery types.

• Collect in a clean, compatible 
container. 

• Label container as “Used Light
Bulbs”.

• Broken bulbs can be collected and 
delivered to EHS waste facility or 
request hazardous waste pick 
through CEMS.
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	Clearly label container as “Hazardous Waste”, attach a completed Hazwaste tag and submit a waste pickup request via CEMS.



